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DIRECTOR’S NOTES
 Welcome, Friends! Thank you for being here as we bring live theatre back to 
Oro Valley, Marana, and the surrounding communities! And welcome back to 
help celebrate the Fifth Anniversary of the Oro Valley Theatre Company!
 In this landmark year, we are excited to open our season by presenting the  
beautiful, heartwarming play, Steel Magnolias. This show, which reminds us 
about the importance of connection, bonding, and friendship, is a wonderful 
story that couldn’t be more timely.
 This September marked the 20th anniversary of 9/11, and we will always 
honor our fallen heroes. Currently, we have been living through a worldwide 
pandemic and experiencing the loss of hundreds of thousands of loved ones. 
 “Believe it or not”, Steel Magnolias is a microcosm of the giant challenges 
Americans, as well as people throughout the world, are facing, and are 
miraculously finding ways to conquer.
 The women you are about to see on stage, are models for us, for they have 
learned, and are living, the message we were all taught in kindergarten. 
(According to Robert Fulghum, author of, “All I Need to Know  I Learned in 
Kindergarten”), “And it is still true, no matter how old you are—when you go 
out into the world, it is best to hold hands and stick together.”
 Steel Magnolias is an autobiographical play by Robert Harling, who lost his 
younger sister, Susan, when she died of diabetes in 1985. This became the 
subject of a short story, which Harling wrote and then developed into the 
play, Steel Magnolias. When it was produced off Broadway in 1987, Steel 
Magnolias became a great success. The film version of the play, which was 
also extremely well received, was produced in 1989.
 Harling’s other well-known screenplays include: Soapdish (1991); First 
Wives Club (1996); and Laws of Attraction (2004). Harling currently works in 
New York and Hollywood as a writer, producer, director and “script doctor”.
 I am extremely grateful to be part of a theatre company which strives 
to enrich humanity, through a discipline which has connected people 
throughout the world, through words, music, painted images, and universal 
themes forever. I think I can speak for every member of the Board of 
Directors of the Oro Valley Theatre Company, when I say that we love what 
we are doing; we love to bring joy and enrich the lives of our audiences, to 
know that they come to the theatre, not to escape life, but to find new paths 
of communication and to interpret life experiences through Theatre Arts.
 We have lived through a “crazy” time this year and a half, but, by choosing 
to be positive, by looking forward, to enjoying life by “breaking bread” again 
with family and friends, and sharing cultural experiences; we will remain 
strong, bonded, and attached to thoughts of a promising future together.

Artistic Director
Dr. Judi Rodman



The Oro Valley Theatre Company Presents

STEEL MAGNOLIAS
by Robert Harling

Directed by Judi Rodman
Presented by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc. New York

Place: Chinquapin, Louisiana
Act 1: Scene 1: April

                    Scene 2: December
                           Act 2: Scene 1: June, 18 months later

                    Scene 2: November

CAST
Truvy Jones----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ruth Ann Larsen
Annelle Dupuy-Desoto---------------------------------------------------------------------------Misti Nowak
Clairee Belcher------------------------------------------------------------------------------Karen Alexander
Shelby Eatenton-Latcherie-----------------------------------------------------------Stephanie J. Howell
M’Lynn Eatenton----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sasha Case
Ouiser Boudreaux------------------------------------------------------------------------Jamie Price Walter 

PRODUCTION TEAM
Set Design and Construction-----------------------------------------------Connie and Peter Gullman
Lighting Design / Operator------------------------------------------------------------------Charlie Gebow
Sound Design / Operator------------------------------------------------------------------------Luke Amble
Costume Coordinator -----------------------------------------------------------------------Kathy Gillespie
Property Mistress  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------Cindy Asbell
Program----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sue Bishop
Marketing--------------------------------Bob Asbell, Sasha Case, Andraea Douglass, Dave Perry

Please silence your cellular phones before the performance. 
Enjoy the show!

OVTC and The Gaslight Music Hall recognize 
our Military and First Responders.

We Thank You for your service.
Please notice the dedicated table in the middle

honoring all who served.



WHO’s WHO in the Cast and Crew
Ruth Ann Larsen (Truvy) - This is Ruth Ann’s fourth 
show with the OVTC. She was honored to play Mrs. 
Gibbs in the Oro Valley Theater company’s inaugu-
ral production of Our Town. She played the part of 
Mickey the cop in The Odd Couple, female version. 
She played Romaine in last season’s Witness for the 

Prosecution. Ruth Ann earned her Bachelor of Arts Degree in The-
ater Performance from Southern Utah University. She is grateful to 
her husband, Joe, of 22 years and their five kids for supporting her in 
her love of theater, and to the Oro Valley Theatre Company for giving 
her a venue to pursue her love of acting.

Misti Nowak (Annelle) - This is Misti’s third show with 
the Oro Valley Theater Company. She made her theat-
rical debut in 2019 as Sylvie in a female version of Neil 
Simon’s The Odd Couple, followed by a run as Inspec-
tor Hearn in Agatha Christie’s Witness for the Prosecu-
tion. While Misti is relatively new to theater, she is not 

new to performing arts. From an early age, music has been a driving 
force in her life, including university jazz band (saxophone), acoustic 
guitar, and competing in the Sweet Adeline’s International Competi-
tion as a member of the Tucson Desert Harmony barbershop chorus. 
When she’s not on stage, you can find her working in communica-
tions and marketing for the Town of Oro Valley, and spending time 
with her Boston Terrier, Abbey.

Karen Alexander (Clairee) - Karen was bitten by 
the acting bug in the 5th grade where she played an 
elf in her school’s Christmas play. Karen trained at 
the American Conservatory Theater in San Francisco, 
and over the years, has performed in plays throughout 
Southern California. Upon retiring, Karen and her hus-

band of 30 years, moved to beautiful Sun City Oro Valley (SCOV). 
Her first performance was on the stage at SCOV as the biggest 
gossip in Chatterton Country Club. A very fun acting challenge was 
playing two very different characters in Dashing Through the Snow. 
After working backstage as stage manager for four OVTC produc-
tions, Karen thoroughly enjoyed playing Janet MacKenzie in WItness 
for the Prosecution. She would like to thank Judi Rodman for this 
wonderful opportunity to play Clairee on stage at the Gaslight Music 
Hall. She extends a big THANK YOU to everyone in the audience for 
coming out to support local theater!



Susan and Mark McCue
Judith and Donald Mellish
Karen and John Meslow
Gloria and Bill Nielsen
Karen and Galen Pate
Jane and Jim Peterson
Connie and Jim Putnam
Jayne and David Raffetty
Rita and Dr. Jim Ryan
Meridith and Dr. Robert Schrader
Lynn and Danny Sharp
Mary and Gerry Shaughnessy
Joyce Trudeau-Shaw
Susan-Lea and Charlie Skuhr
Karen and Dr. Tom Stemper
Kit and Ty Thayer
Lorraine and Kevin Walker
Kathleen and Eric Williams

FRIENDS—Up to $99.
Ricki and Denny Deragisch
Jeanne Hoag
Sandra and Earl Mason
Thomas Murphy
Rebecca Swiggett

Cindy and Bob Asbell
Kathy and David Beck
Norinne and Mike Burke
Sasha Case
Joyce and Larry Chamberlain
Janet and Gary Coxon
Judith and Neil Deppe
Sylvia and Chuck Dorsey
Molly and Dr. Ted Dreisinger
Harlene Edwards & Patrick Cavanaugh
Judith and Lawrence Effken
Mary and Jim Eldridge
Sandy and Jim Emrick
Nancy and Steve Fisher
Vicki Cox-Golder & Lloyd Golder IV
Linda and Dr. Mo Green
D.J Hammerschmidt
Lynda and Tom Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hurt
Jill and Terry Johnson
Jodi and Kevin Kammerer
Carol and Ed Karner
Kathy and John Lemay
Gail and Stephen Leon
Sheila andGeorge Lindsey

DONORS--$100. to $499.Stephanie J. Howell (Shelby) - Stephanie is very 
excited to be performing in her first production with 
the Oro Valley Theatre Company.  She has thoroughly 
enjoyed working with this talented Steel Magnolias 
cast. Some of her favorite roles include Bella in Lost in 
Yonkers, Corie in Barefoot in the Park, and most re-

cently one of three characters in the The Complete Works of William 
Shakespeare Abridged. She has performed at the Washington DC 
Fringe Festival as Chris in Walken in his Shoes and at the Whitmore 
Lindley Theatre in Los Angeles as Beedee in Triple Threat. Stephanie 
would like to thank her family and friends for all of their support over 
the years.

Sasha Case (M’Lynn) - Sasha is happy to return to the 
stage in her second production with the OVTC. Her first 
role as Florence in The Odd Couple, reignited Sasha’s 
passion for performing and reintroduced her to the de-
lights of enacting well written stories. Steel Magnolias is 
a classic tale of human connections and resilience and 

the character of M’Lynn is a role of a lifetime. Sasha thanks her won-
derful colleagues in the cast and all the folks making this production 
come alive. She also thanks Russell for supporting her theatre habit 
and helping her learn her lines. 

Jamie Price Walter (Ouiser) - Jamie is delighted to 
work with the wonderful folks at The Oro Valley Theatre 
Company once again. You might remember her from 
past OVTC productions as Prosecutor Myers in Witness 
For The Prosecution, or as Olive in the female version 
of Neil Simon’s The Odd Couple. Jamie, a native of 
Tucson, began her musical and stage career at a young 

age when her parents encouraged her to be “anything she wanted to 
be!” So, she decided to be Elizabeth Bennett, Lady Bracknell, Ethel 
Savage, Mrs. MacAffee, Anita & Lilli Vanessi among others. She 
went on to earn her Bachelor’s degree in acting and directing from 
the University of Arizona. Jamie would like to thank everyone at the 
Oro Valley Theatre Company for this amazing opportunity and experi-
ence, as well as her parents, her husband and best friend, Eric, and 
their three children for their continued inspiration, love and support.

Follow us on Facebook, (Oro Valley Theatre Company)
for more information on upcoming audition

and performance dates.

A special recognition to the following for 
their help with this production...

Resurrection Lutheran Church
Bob Asbell
Brooke Asbell
Matt Mann
Sherri at Pinpointe Accounting
Golden Goose Thrift Store
Cotton Blossom Shop

OV Police Explorers Program
The Learning Curve
Bill Rodman
Karen Kreider
Ella Larsen
Robin Carson
Sue Bishop



Board of Directors
Judi Rodman, Ph.D., Chairperson

Sasha Case, Vice Chairperson
Bob Asbell, Treasurer and Co-Business Manager

Galen Pate, Assistant Treasurer and Co-Business Manager
Cindy Asbell, Secretary

Karen Alexander, Member at Large
Kristy Diaz-Trehan, Member at Large
Andraea Douglass, Member at Large

Bill Fry, Ph.D., Member at Large
Dave Perry, Member at Large

Jamie Price Walter, Member at Large
We are very grateful to the following donors who have made it possible for 

the OVTC to produce theatre in our community.

Season Sponsor
Splendido at Rancho Vistoso

Executive Producer Season Sponsor
HSL Properties

Producer Season Sponsor
Pima Federal Credit Union

Old Pueblo Cellars
ANGELS - $1,000. TO $2499.

Sue and Frank Cannon
Andraea and Steve Douglass

Marianne Leedy
Dr. Judi and Bill Rodman

PATRONS - $500. to $999.
Lisa Feltrin and Dave Perry

Carol and Nubs Fratt
Dr. William Fry

Patricia and Patrick Schifano
Ronnie and Steve Stuebner

Judi Rodman (Director) - Judi is an actress, theater 
director, and motivational speaker. Her educational cred-
its include Bachelor of Arts, English and Drama; Master 
of Arts, Speech and the Performing Arts; Master of Sci-
ence, Clinical Counseling/Human Services; Doctorate, 
Psychology. As a Licensed Clinical Professional Coun-

selor, she had a private practice and served for 15 years as a faculty 
member in the psychology departments of two universities in the Chica-
go area, where she received the Teacher of the Year Award for Excel-
lence in Teaching. Judi founded a theatre company in Glenview, Illinois, 
where she lived with her husband and three children for over 30 years. 
(As a matter of fact, Judi and Bill Rodman met when Bill, a young at-
torney, auditioned for a play which Judi was directing, 47 years ago!) 
That theatre company is still going strong. As a director, Dr. Rodman 
received several grants from the Illinois Arts Council, and, for three 
years, she won the award for Best Theatre Director on the North Shore 
of Chicago. She performed and directed for several theater companies, 
including North Shore Theatre Company, The Glenview Theater Guild, 
Starlight Theater of Wilmette, Illinois Bell Performing Chorus, The Bev-
erly Hills University Club, and several others. Judi toured the Chicago 
area as an actress with Kaleidoscope and as the director of Broadway 
Express. Dr. Rodman also toured Europe with Princess Cruises as a 
motivational speaker. A few of her favorite roles as an actress include: 
Maggie, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof; Hennie in Awake and Sing; the wife 
in Tribute; Romaine Vole in Witness For The Prosecution; and Emily 
Dickinson in The Belle of Amherst. Judi was particularly happy to share 
the stage with her husband, Bill, in Witness For The Prosecution, Nuts, 
Allegro, and Love Letters for OVTC’s first season.  As a director, Judi’s 
credits include many plays and musicals including: Guys and Dolls, 
Cabaret, The Fantasticks, Kiss Me Kate, Applause, Mr. Roberts, Picnic, 
Our Town, the female version of The Odd Couple, Some Enchanted 
Evening, and many more.  After moving to Oro Valley, Judi joined the 
faculty of The Learning Curve and has taught several courses related 
to both drama and psychology. A highlight for the Rodman’s was when 
they performed together in Love Letters, at the Gallery Golf Club, in a 
benefit for cancer research, raising $27,000 for City of Hope.

Connie and Peter Gullman (Set Design and Construction) - 
Connie and Peter have enjoyed designing and building props for 
Ironwood Ridge High School’s Project Graduation, since 2004. In 
addition to Project Graduation, they have created props and sets 
for other schools and events in the Tucson area, as well as in their 
hometown of Middletown, NJ.  This is their fourth time working on a 
production with The Oro Valley Theatre Company. 



Cindy Asbell (Property Mistress) - This is Cindy’s sixth show with 
the Oro Valley Theatre Company. She has worked in live theater 
since age 11, doing Summer Theater productions at The Big Blue 
Tent at Denison University in Ohio and Thespian Club productions 
in high school in Newark, Ohio. In the early years of her marriage, 
she was active in Community Theater in the Cincinnati area and later 
in Pittsburgh, Pa.  Cindy enjoys both acting and working behind the 
scenes, and is also on the Board of Directors of OVTC.
Kathy Gillespie (Costume Coordinator) - For many years Kathy 
has been in various management positions, franchise owner, and has 
run her own cottage industry as Katydid Kustom Klothing. She’s done 
custom clothing for brides and their bridal parties, quincineras, as 
well as her own line of children’s clothes - some making their way to 
the White House for children of secret service agents.  Her flower girl 
dresses have been featured in the Tucson LifeStyle Bride’s Edition. 
By day, Kathy continues to pursue her interests and by night, she 
loves to create just about anything with her sewing machine. 

COMING IN 2022...

Hair Stylist to the Stars
Jessica Robinson-Kimes
Owner/Stylist 
520-577-6449

Congratulations to
Judi Rodman and the Cast

of Steel Magnolias
BRAVO!

SAME TIME, NEXT  YEAR
BY BERNARD SLADE

FEBRUARY 20, 22, 23, 27

BAREFOOT IN THE PARK
BY NEIL SIMONAPRIL 24, 26, 27

MAY 1


